Frankenstein Reading Guide: Chapters 6-12

Passage #1 (Chapter Five)

What does the following passage say about how
Victor deals with his creation? How does the
diction help establish Victor's attitude towards his

creation?

How can | describe my emotions at this catastrophe, or how delineate
the wretch whom with such infinite pains and care | had endeavoured
to form? His limbs were in proportion, and | had selected his features
as beautiful. Beautiful! Great God! His yellow skin scarcely covered
the work of muscles and arteries beneath; his hair was of a lustrous
black, and flowing; his teeth of a pearly whiteness; but these
luxuriances only formed a more horrid contrast with his watery eyes,
that seemed almost of the same colour as the dun-white sockets in
which they were set, his shrivelled complexion and straight black
lips.

Passage #2 (Chapter Seven)

How does the setting in the following passage help
establish Victor's character and conflict?

Does Victor take responsibility for his creation? In

your opinion, should he take responsibility?

While | watched the tempest, so beautiful yet terrific, | wandered on
with a hasty step. This noble war in the sky elevated my spirits; | clasped
my hands, and exclaimed aloud, "William, dear angel! this is thy funeral,
this thy dirge!" As | said these words, | perceived in the gloom a figure
which stole from behind a clump of trees near me; | stood fixed, gazing
intently: I could not be mistaken. A flash of lightning illuminated the
object, and discovered its shape plainly to me; its gigantic stature, and
the deformity of its aspect more hideous than belongs to humanity,
instantly informed me that it was the wretch, the filthy daemon, to whom
I had given life. What did he there? Could he be (I shuddered at the
conception) the murderer of my brother? No sooner did that idea cross
my imagination, than | became convinced of its truth; my teeth
chattered, and | was forced to lean against a tree for support. The figure
passed me quickly, and I lost it in the gloom.

Passage #3: (Chapter Eight)

How does this passage help establish Victor as a
Promethean character?

Explain how the monster could be classified as a
victim and explain how the murders committed by
the monster could be justified.

A murmur of approbation followed Elizabeth's simple and powerful
appeal, but it was excited by her generous interference, and not in favour
of poor Justine, on whom the public indignation was turned with
renewed violence, charging her with the blackest ingratitude. She herself
wept as Elizabeth spoke, but she did not answer. My own agitation and
anguish was extreme during the whole trial. | believed in her innocence;
I knew it. Could the demon who had (I did not for a minute doubt)
murdered my brother also in his hellish sport have betrayed the innocent
to death and ignominy? I could not sustain the horror of my situation,
and when | perceived that the popular voice and the countenances of the
judges had already condemned my unhappy victim, | rushed out of the
court in agony. The tortures of the accused did not equal mine; she was
sustained by innocence, but the fangs of remorse tore my bosom and
would not forgo their hold.
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Passage #1 (Chapter Nine)
What insights are revealed to Victor as he looks at and

contemplates nature in the following passage?

| performed the first part of my journey on horseback. | afterwards hired a mule,
as the more sure-footed and least liable to receive injury on these rugged roads.
The weather was fine; it was about the middle of the month of August, nearly two
months after the death of Justine, that miserable epoch from which | dated all my
woe. The weight upon my spirit was sensibly lightened as | plunged yet deeper in
the ravine of Arve. The immense mountains and precipices that overhung me on
every side, the sound of the river raging among the rocks, and the dashing of the
waterfalls around spoke of a power mighty as Omnipotence--and | ceased to fear
or to bend before any being less almighty than that which had created and ruled
the elements, here displayed in their most terrific guise. Still, as | ascended
higher, the valley assumed a more magnificent and astonishing character. Ruined
castles hanging on the precipices of piny mountains, the impetuous Arve, and
cottages every here and there peeping forth from among the trees formed a scene
of singular beauty. But it was augmented and rendered sublime by the mighty
Alps, whose white and shining pyramids and domes towered above all, as
belonging to another earth, the habitations of another race of beings.

Passage #1 (Chapter Ten)

The following passage is Victor's reaction when he
first sees his monster in chapter 10. What does
Victor's diction and characterization reveal about his
attitude towards his creation? What does this say

about the responsibility of a scientist?

"Devil," | exclaimed, "do you dare approach me? And do not you fear the fierce
vengeance of my arm wreaked on your miserable head? Begone, vile insect! Or
rather, stay, that | may trample you to dust! And, oh! That | could, with the
extinction of your miserable existence, restore those victims whom you have so
diabolically murdered!"

Passage #2: What comment does the following
passage make about how the monster views Victor

as a creator?

"I expected this reception," said the daemon. "All men hate the wretched; how,
then, must | be hated, who am miserable beyond all living things! Yet you, my
creator, detest and spurn me, thy creature, to whom thou art bound by ties only
dissoluble by the annihilation of one of us. You purpose to kill me. How dare you
sport thus with life? Do your duty towards me, and | will do mine towards you
and the rest of mankind. If you will comply with my conditions, | will leave them
and you at peace; but if you refuse, | will glut the maw of death, until it be
satiated with the blood of your remaining friends."

Passage #3: Compare the following comments
made by the creature to those made in Milton's

Paradise Lost.

"Be calm! | entreat you to hear me before you give vent to your hatred on my
devoted head. Have | not suffered enough, that you seek to increase my
misery? Life, although it may only be an accumulation of anguish, is dear to
me, and | will defend it. Remember, thou hast made me more powerful than
thyself; my height is superior to thine, my joints more supple. But | will not be
tempted to set myself in opposition to thee. | am thy creature, and | will be
even mild and docile to my natural lord and king if thou wilt also perform thy
part, the which thou owest me. Oh, Frankenstein, be not equitable to every
other and trample upon me alone, to whom thy justice, and even thy clemency
and affection, is most due. Remember that | am thy creature; I ought to be thy
Adam, but | am rather the fallen angel, whom thou drivest from joy for no
misdeed. Everywhere | see bliss, from which | alone am irrevocably excluded.
| was benevolent and good; misery made me a fiend. Make me happy, and |
shall again be virtuous."







